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INTRODUCTION*

The Union Européenne dee Arabisants et des IslamisanlB held its 14th Qongress in Budapest 
in 1988. The central these of the Congress was "Popular Culture in Islam" and this occasion gave the 
opportunity tn organize an exhibition of a collection of amulets, magical booksand manuscripts, fear cups, 
censers and rosaries which I have collected in the Middle Bast and North Africa during the last two 
decades. Part of the material had already been exhibited in Milano in 1985 on the occasion of an 
international congress about the subject of La Magú in Sgitto ¡i Tempi dei FmonL1

The exhibition of these objects belonging tn the sphere of popular religion has served several 
purposes:
1. To demonstrate the identical features of Muslim, Christian and Jewish popular religiose in the Middle 
Bast,
2. To show the survival and continuity of ancient ideas and practices in the Islamic world,
3. To give an idea about the birth, growth and degeneration of amulets as far as the material, the crafts­
manship and the complexity of the contents are concerned.

The great monotheistic religions of the Middle Bast, Islam, Christianity and Judaism, in spite 
of the well-known differences in their official farms, share a common heritage in the beliefs and practices 
of their popular forms. This is especially true of magic which knows of no established borders, although 
it never broke completely with the tenets of official faith and at times was even accorded a kind of semi-

* 1 wish to express ay sincere gratitude to S. el-Adly, R. 
Berzsák, K. Dévényi, T. Iványi, Prof. L. Kákosy, A.M. Moukhtar, 
I. Oraoa, Z. Pereszlényi, J. Sárközi and last but not least É. 
Szolnoki for their valuable help in enriching the collection and 
arranging the exhibition.

1 A.Fodor, "Aauleti neIla aagia araba, copta ed ebraica," La 
aagia in Kgitto ai taapi dei faraoni, Modena 1985, pp. 144-147. 
For amulets of the Middle Bast, see especially B.A.Wallis Budge, 
Anulets and Superstitiona, New York 1978, R.Kriss - H,Kriss- 
Heinrich, Volksglaube in Bereich des Islaa II- Anulette, Zau­
berformeln und Beschwörungen, Wiesbaden 1962.
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official recognition, particularly in the case of white magic which was realised by the help of God. Black 
magic was of course considered illicit, since it was the work of sen who forced demons to serve then.2

Victorious Islam had amply drawn on the heritage of earlier cultures, so an Arab author of 
the Uth century rightly observed that the magic practised by Jews, Copts and Arabs was the sane, 
because, in order to achieve its desired aims, it used words of unknown meaning and sought the help of 
angels.

Contact with the supernatural powers, the good and evil spirits, which were ahle to bring 
bad as well as good luck to mortals. had to be formed in order to render then harmless or to obtain 
goodwill Besides magical practices which brought about occasional contacts, permanent contact was 
principally assured by wearing written or unwritten amulets.

The problems and dangers of daily life determined the purpose for which the amulets were 
made. The purpose might be:
- to avert the evil eye, illness, envy or the effect of malevolent magic;
- to ensure one’s livelihood;
- to gain love or affection or the goodwill of the powerful;
- to obtain healing;
- to "tie* the tongue of the wicked, etc.

The lengthy Arabic literature on magic provides us with an erect description of making 
amulets for different purposes. In accordance with a prescription,4 the patient who wants an amulet 
to help him in managing his affairs should not eat fot on the day in question, should observe fasting if 
possible, take some sweets thereafter, then say the sunset-prayer, and, beginning to recite the Throne 
Verse from the Koran, he should keep on doing it until the evening prayer, then he should say the Verse 
17 times again, each time adding a magical formula which included his wish and him order given to the 
servant spirits of the Throne Verse. It was only then possible to have the amulet written on clean paper 
in musk, saffron and rose-water. The written text was to be completed with the usual demon names and 
a magic square. This was to be fallowed by censing with certain incenses. Then the amulet was to be 
rolled up, which act also had a magical significance, because it represented the rolling up of the 

2 See e.g. Yusuf al-Qirdawf, al-Ha lil n-l-haru ff-l-islaa, 
Cairo. Maktabat Wahba, 1985, p.231.

3Mubauead al-Kiahnawf, Kitab al-Durr al-nanzun, Beirut n.d., 
p.32.

4 A.Fodor, "Notes bn an Arabic Aaulet Scroll," Acta Orient» 
Hung. XXVII (1973), pp. 271 sq.
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adversary’s toniue. The scroll at last was to be put into the front part of the patient s turban. The 
aauiet had to be protected against certain effects, otherwise it tended to lose its efficacy. In general, 
amutets have been worn around the neck, on the am. in the hair, in the turban or they have been hung 
on the doors and the walls of houses, on horses and cars.

The exhibited censers indicate the iwportant rote played by incense in Bagical practices.
Special reference Bust be aade to the fear cups which have been the faBihar instruBenti 

in popular medicine. The patient had to drink the water which had absorbed the healing force of the 
magical texts and figures chiselled on the cup.

The objects of the Zar ceremony are supposed to represent some of the requisites of a 
complete and complicated magical operation practised for exurcism.

Rosaries which symbolise the 99 beautiful names of Allah have a role to play as a protective 
amulet and they are also used in divination.5
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5 S.M.Zwwaer. Studios in Popular Islam. London 1939.
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ANYTHING CAN BE AN AMULET

1. A piece of stone with symmetrically shaped lines.
Dia.: 18 i 13 m
Prv.: Imum
Acq.: 1987

2. An object of vegetable origin looking like the 
vertebra of a fish. To assure fertility.

Dia.: 8 x 7 nm
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya
Acq.: 1978



Sabban A kind ci cactus. Against the evil 
eye.

¿fa: 540 m in length
Prv.: Alenndria
Acq.: 1990

6



5. Cowrie shell. To assure fer­
tility.

Din.: 16111 nn 
Prv.: Rabat 
Acg.: 1978

6. Snail like shell used as a 
stone of ring against scor­
pions.

Dim.: 1916 nn 
Prv.: Assuan 
Acg.: 1987

7



7. A piece of Beni-preci)U8 
stone.

Din.: 36122 no 
PfVh Assuan 
Ac?..' 1987

8. Starfish. Against the evil 
eye.

Din.: 227 1 229 m 
Prv.: Alexandria 
Ac?..' 1987

8



9. Starfish. Against the evil eye.
Dim.: 65 1 65 nun 
Prv.: Alexandria 
Acq.: 1990

10. Head of a lizard. To assure 
protection.

Dim.: 48 x 19 mu 
Prv.: Assuan 
Acq.: 1987
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11. Tooth of an aninaL Against the evil eye. 
Oh: 381 ? no
Prv.: Assuan
Acq.: 1987

12. A piece of green textile fron 
the tonb of a saint in the 
Masque of cAmr ibn al- 
°As. For general protec­
tion.

Dia.: 1090 x 90 nun 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1987
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13. A coin struck in Constan­
tinople in 1323 A.H, (1905). 
Against the evil eye.

Dim,: 22 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acg.: 1987

11 Ostrich egg. Against the evil eye. 
Dim.: 150 1 128 mm
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya 
Acg.: 1978

11



15. Pendant with an inscription in Tifinag script 
used by the Tuaregs: qbdtt tbdrt tali ('Pre­
sent for Tata"). Made by a »an for his lover, 
Tala. Wood. The Dane of the tree is tarut 
at explained by a Libyan friend.

Dim.: 53 1 37 in
Prv^ Egypt?
Acg.: 1986, bought in Budapest
Age: 20th cent

12



ANCIENT EGYPTIAN AMULETS

16. Hand. Green ceramic.
Dim: 2314 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971

17. Udj&t eye. Green ceramic. 
Dim: 31125 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 19T1
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18. Udjai eye. Green ceranic.
Dim.: 24 1 22 mu
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971

19. Pendant with the figure of an uraeue. Copy? 
Black stone.

Dim.: 3212Ü mo
Prv.: Assuan
Acq.: 1987
Age: Pharaonic?

14



20. Pendant with the figures of two human beings 
and a bird. The scene represents them in the 
state of praying or offering a sacrifice. Of 
Ancient Near Eastern origin. Copy? Black stone.

Dun.: 33 x 26 mm
Prv.: Egypt?
Acq.: 1986, bought in Budapest
Age: Pre-Isiamic

15



JEWISH AMULETS

21. Mezua Scroll of prayers 
filed to the door-post 
Parchment

Din,: 65 x 59 in
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1980
Age: 19th cent
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□now,a ’»'5 n?b r»» Da'naxb aan* "*i2} 
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22. Mexua Scroll of prayers fixed to the door-post 
Parchnent

Din.: 6? x 63 id
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 19?1
Age: 19th cent
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23. Mezuzacase in the form of a cylindrical, brown, 
polished wooden tube which bears the inscrip­
tion Jerusalem. Through a hole made in the wood 
the inscription Shaddai can be seen. To be fixed 
to the door-post

Dim.: 85 x 14 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent

24. Mezuza case in the form of a cylindrical, brown 
polished wooden tube, which bears the inscrip­
tion Jerusalem and Shaddai. The cover is 
missing. To be fixed to the door-post

Dim.: 80 x 14 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent

17



25. Back of the foraer oesuu cate which was 
attached to the door-post Brown, polished wood.

Din.: 113 x 16 ma
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent

26. A rectangular,brown, polished wooden case of a 
mezuia (scroll of prayers). The scene shows 
figures praying in front of the Wailing Wall with 
the inscriptions (ni)dien Jerusbalayin ("Let 
us reneaber Jerusalem*) and ha-kotel har 
nacaribi(*Xhe Wailing Wall"). Damaged. To be 
fixed to the door-post

Dim,: 90 x 19 Bn
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent



27. Mezuza case in the form of a cylindrical brass 
tube which is open at both ends. Through a 
hole, the inscription Shaddai can be seen on the 
paper scroll The rectangular back is orna­
mented on the four sides. To be filed to the 
door-post

Dim.: 93131 im
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent

28. Mezuza (scroll of prayers) in a glass case set in 
a metal holder. The text is written on paper. 
The inscription Shaddaican be seen. To be filed 
to the door-post

Dim.: 91111 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent
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29. Memia in a rectangular metal case covered by 
glass. The inscription Shaddai can be seen. To 
be fired to the door-post Parchment

Din.: 68117 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent

30. Plaque in an oblong, octago­
nal form. Arm amulet with 
demon names to assure pro­
tection for a woman in 
childbed. There are four 
small rings on the reverse 
to fasten the plaque to the 
arm. Silver. Lit.: A. Fodor, 
"A Group of Iraqi Arm Amu­
lets", Quaderni di Studi 
Arabi 5-6 (1987-88), p. 271.

Dim.: 63148 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: 19th c.
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31. Plaque in an irregular semi­
circular fora. Amulet to be 
worn in a cam. The inscrip­
tion arranged in three lines: 
Yahweh, Zamarcbad, Shaddai 
To assure protection. Metal. 
Lit: Fodor, op. tit, p. 271.

Dim.: 37131 nn 
Prv.: Basrah 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: 19th c.

32. Plaque in a rectangular fora 
with two small rings. Amulet 
to be worn in the neck. With 
inscriptions on both sides 
and a hexagram on the 
reverse. Against Lilith, the 
evil demon. Copper.

Dim.: 61157 mm 
Prv.: Basrah 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: 19th c.
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33. Plaque in the fora of a heart Amulet to be 
worn in the neck. The inscription arranged in 
three lines: Yahweh, Zaaarchad. Shaddai To 
assure protection, Metal, Lit: Fodor, op.cit, p. 
271.

Dim.: 25 1 22 mm
Prv.: Basrah
Acq.: 1976
Age: 19th c.

34. Printed anulet To assure general protection. 
Paper.

Dim.: 176 x 117 ns
Prv.: Budapest
Acq.: 1980
Age: 19th c.
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35. Printed aaulet To assure general protection. 
Paper.

Dia.: 163 x 96 nun
Prv.: Budapest
Acq.: 1980
Age: 19th c.
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36. Printed amulet entitled itoe"ac YerÜBhahoR 
("Jerusalem Amulet”). To assure general protec­
tion. Paper.

Dia: 245 r 156 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th c.

.fi’DP^lT P’DP-
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COPTIC AMULETS

37. Picture of a Copt grocer who practised magic. 
Photo taken in Shubra, Cairo in 1971.

38. A piece of stone, damaged. The scene shows a 
figure standing on a head. To gain victory over 
the evil?

Dim,: 76 1 28 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: before the 7th c.



39. Pour different erases on 
Coptic textiles. Froa clothes 
worn by the Copts.

Dim.: a: 46 x 3? mu. 
b: 70 x 53 an. 
c: 50 i 30 mn, 
d: 91 x 83 mm

Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 7 - 10th cent

a b c



40. Hand cross made of straw.
Dim.: 320m I 220 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 1971

41. Neck cross made of leather. Produced for tour 
ists.

Dim.: 55 1 55 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1984
Age: 1984
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42. Neck cross node of leather.
Dim.: 40 1 40 ma
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: 1987

43. Incantation against the evil 
eye. The use of the seven 
vowels shows the survival of 
Gnostic influence. Prom a 
collection of prayers entitled 
Salat al-Sayyida a!-cAdir 
rai Printed in Cairo, n.d.

Acq.: 1974
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44. Incantation with the 
quadrate of SATOR AREPO. 
Froa a prayer entitled 
Salat af-Sitt Printed in 
Cairo. n.d.

Acg.: 1974

45. The use of the Psalns for 
magical purposes. The "eye­
glass letters" show the sur­
vival of Gnostic influence. 
From the Nurshid al-l)arir 
ila Sifr al-Maz&mTr. 
Printed in Cairo, n.d.

Acq.: 1974
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46. Incantation with the picture 
of Mil ha'S conquering 
the EviL From a book of 
prayers entitled td-Sab^u 
Mului. Printed in Cairo, 
n.d.

Acq.: 1974

*

*:v~

47. Amulet in the form of a snail book containing 
the Salat ai-Anba Sharuda (’The Prayer of 
Father ShanTda") and Salat Yuhanna al- 
kaar ("The Prayer of the Vizier Yuhanna"). 
For general protection. Cairo, n.d. 32 pp.

Dim: 70 1 50 nn
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: published recently



48. Ring with the picture of 
Saint George conquering the 
dragon. The «tone is octag­
onal and painted blue.

Dim.: 7 mm 
Pfvj Cairo 
Acq.: 1987 
Age: Recently made.

<9. The miraculous apparition of the Virgin Mary at 
Zaytun Church, Cairo on 2 April 1968, Photo sold 
as an amulet

Acq.: 1968
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50. Handkerchief with the pic­
ture of the Virgin Mary 
commemorating her appari­
tion in the Church of Dumi- 
ana (Shubra, Cairo) on 25 
March 1986.

Dim.: 270 1 270 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1987

51. The pictures of the Virgin 
Mary and Saint George. 
Metal placed in a plastic 
case and folded as a small 
book. Por general protection.

Dim.: 50 1 30 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1987 
Afe: Recently made.
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52. Picture of the Virgin Mary with pieces of 
incen« in a nylon bag. The text of Mt 5,3-12 
is printed on the back of the picture.

Dia.: 120 x 60 me
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: Decently aade.

53. Three blue incense sticks bound together with 
a blue ribbon.

Dia.: 65 m in length
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: aodern

32



54. Seal in the fora of a erose 
with different figure». An 
inscription carved in hter 
by Muslim hand contains aF 
hudu H-1-lâh (’Thank 
God") and Subhiiu-1-lâb 
("Praise the Lord"). A simi­
lar object can be found in 
the Institut d’Archéologie 
Copte in Cairo. Black diorite.

Dim.: 0123 mu 
Prv.: Egypt 
Acq» 1586, bought in 
Budapest 
Age: 8-9th cente.

bottom-view
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CHALDEAN AMULETS

55. Incantation in the form of a 
prayer attributed to Mar 
Antonios entitled Kitab
Salami al-^iddis Mar
AntSniyus akcAzui. To 
assure protection against 
the evil spirits and 
illnesses. Printed on paper 
in Arabic and Syriac. n.d.

Din.: 285 1 220 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: uodern

56. The picture of the Virgin 
Mary with an invocation to 
her pure heart Plastic fast­
ened to a piece of green 
textile.

Dim.: 53 1 35 bud 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq^ 1971 
Age: nodern

M*»« 1~*U Mm Ml >M
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ETHIOPIAN AMULETS

5?. Neck eras. Silver. For comparison, see M. 
Korabiewicx, The Ethiopian Cross, Addis Ababa 
1973, Nrs. 203, 209.

Dim,: 60 1 45 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: 19th c.

58. Neck cross. Silver. For comparison, see Korabie- 
wks, op.ciL. Nrs. 203. 209.

Don.: 54 i 42 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: 19th c.



59. Amulet case for a scroll. 
Leather.

Dim,: 100 1 35 mm
Prv,: Asmara
Acq.: 1975
Age: 19th c.

60. Scroll of magical prayers with a picture of four 
faces. Parchment. For comparison, see J. Mercier, 
Ethiopian Magic ScroBs, New York 1979, p. 78, 

Dim,: 1960 r 90 mm 
Prv.: Asmara 
Acq.: 1975 
Age: 19th c.
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61. Scroll of magical prayers with a face within an 
eight-pointed star. To assure health and to 
protect against diarrhoea and the evil eye. 
Parchment For comparison, see Mercier, op.dt, 
p.56.

Dim.: 1950 x 90 nm
Prv.: Asmara
Acq.: 1975
Age: 19th c,

62. Scroll of magical prayers with the representation 
of a quadrate and the Angel Michael holdmg his 
word. Parchment

Dbl: 1870 1 105 mm
Prv,: Asmara
Acq.: 1975
Age: 19th c.



63. Scroll of magical prayers with signs looking like 
the "eye-glass letters" at the end. Parchment.

Din.: 1790 x 90 mm
Prv.: Asnara
Acq.: 1975
Age; 19th c.

64. Scroll of magical prayers with a picture of the 
Angel Michael I?) holding his sword. Parchnent 

Dia.: 1580 x 97 mm
Prv.: Asnara
Acq.: 1975
Age: 19th c.
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K, Scroll of magical pravers with the representation 
of five faces. Parchment

Dim.: 2080 x 87 mm
Prv.: Asmara
Aca.: 1975
Aie: 20th c.

66. Scroll of magical prayers with the picture of the 
Cross. Parchment Por comparison, see Mercier, 
op.ciL, p. 44.

Dim.: 1980 x 90 mm
Prv.: Asmara
Aco.: 1975
Afe: 20th c.
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67. A book of magical pravers. 
To avert teontation with the 
nance of lao. Sabaot El 
Shaddai and the figure« of 
two snakes and "eye-gbse 
letters*. Printed in Addie 
Ababa. n.d.

Acq.: 1982

68. A book of magical prayers 
with the representation of 
the Angel Michael and sev­
eral magical signs. Printed 
in Addis Ababa. n.d.

Acq; 1982
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GREEK ORTHODOX AMULETS

69. Amulet case with Saint 
George defeating the dragon. 
The Cross is on the back. 
MetaL Modern copy.

Din.: 67 1 65 mm 
Prv.: Athens 
Aca.: 1973

70. Rosarv aade of 18 beads. Plastic..
Din.: 440 mm long
Prv.: Athene
Acq.: 1966
Age: modern



MUSLIM AMULETS 
Sunnite Amulets

71. Photo. A merchant selling incense. Cairo, 1971.

72. Photo. A merchant selling amulets. Marrakesh.
1978.



73. Photo. A magician drawing a quadrate. Marra­
kesh. 1978.

74. Photo. A wouan telling the future. Marrakesh.
1978.
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75. Photo. A woman telling the future from cards.
Marrakesh. 1978.

76. Pendant in the form of a fish with the signs of 
the crescent and the pentagram. For general 
protection. Silver.

Dm.: 87141 mm
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Acq.: 1979
Age: 19th cent
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Tl, Pendant in the form of a hand. Against the evil 
eve. Silver.

Dim.: 30 x 21 mu
Prv.: Tripoli. Libva
Aco.: 1979
Age: 19th cent.

78* Pendant in the form of a stylized hand. Against 
the evil eye. Silver.

Dim.: 50 1 30 mm
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Acq.: 1979
Age: 19th cent
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79. Pendant in the fora of a hand combined with 
the crescent The finger m the Biddle is in the 
fora of a fish. Silver.

Dim.: 56 x 38 mm
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Acq.: 1979
Age: 19th cent

80. Pendant in the fora of a pentagram combined 
wih the crescent The Throne Verse is inscribed 
on both sides. Against the evil eye. Metal.

Dim.: 47 x 43 am
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Acq.: 1979
Age: 19th cent
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81. Pendant with a pentagram and a hand. Against 
the evil eye. Metal.

Dia.: 77 mm in diameter
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Acq.: 1979
Afe: 19th cent

82. Pendant Silver.
Dia.: 33 x 17 mm
Prv.: Tripoli. Libva
Aco.: 1979
Age: 19th cent
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83. Pendant Metal.
Dim.: 46 1 25 nun
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya
Acq.: 1979
A/e: 19th cent

84. Pendant Metal.
Da: 96 1 60 me
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Acq.: 1979
Age: 19th cent
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85. Pendant in the form of a teardrop with a hand 
and seven small balls, Against the evil eye. To 
be worn by children on the head. Silver.

Din.: 60 x 2? mm
Prv.: Cairo
Aco.; 1971
Age; 20th cent.

88. Pendant in the form of a nib mb combined 
with a hand and four small balls. The Throne 
Verse is inscribed on both sides. Against the 
evil eye. To be worn by children on the head. 
Silver.

Dim.: 57 x 25 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age; 20th cent.
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87, Pendant in the fora of a teardrop with five 
small balls. The ball in the middle is a red 
pearl The black bead in the silver setting has 
two white streaks. Against headache. To be worn 
by children on the head.

Dia.: 33 x 15 mm
Prv,: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent.

88. Pendant in the fora of an oval amulet case with 
three snail balls and two round plaques. The 
black bead in the silver setting has a white 
streak in the middle. Against headache. To be 
worn by children.

Dia.: 26 x 19 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent
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89. Pendant in the fora of a 
mihrib with the Throne 
Verge. Against the evil eve. 
Aluminium.

Dim.: 29 x 18 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: 20th cent

90. Pendant in the fora of a 
heart with two figures, the 
seven Solomonic seals and 
other magical signs and 
nueerals. With inscriptions 
on both sides. To assure 
love. Brass.

Dim.: 39132 mm 
Pm: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1975 
Ate: 20th cent
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91. Pendant in the form of a mihrab with the 
figure of a nihriib. For general protectjon.

Dim.: 50 x 33 me
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1978
Age.' 20th cent

92. Pendant with a quadrate 
aade of the letters i. h. y. 
c. s surrounded by the 
names of Jibril, cAvra- 
1 KikÂ’D and IsrSfiL A 
numerical quadrate composed 
of the numbers 2,4.6.8 is 
inscribed on the reverse. 
For general protection. Sil­
ver.

Dim.: 42 mm in diai- 
eter 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq.: 1983 
Age: 19th cent
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93. A pilgrin*s auulet with the 
representation of the Meccan 
Sanctuary and Koran 3.97. 
The Throne Verse is
inscribed on the reverse. 
For general protecbon.
Brass.

Dim.: 40 ds in dim­
eter 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq..‘ 1973 
Age: 19th cent

94. Invocation to ensure rizq ("daily bread"). The 
names of the Seven Sleepers and Allah Mu­
hammad Abü Bakr cUmr cUthman CA1T 
Hasan Husayn are inscribed around the text 
Printed on a white sheet of plastic, decorated 
with coloured ornaments.

Dim.: 330 x 455 mm
Prv,: Istanbul
Acq.: 1986
Age: dated 1401 A.H. (1981)

53



95. Pendant with the names of 
the Seven Sleepers I Yam­
aha. Makshiliha. Mshli- 
na. Harnush, Dabanush. 
ShadhaDush. Kafashta- 
tayuBhl and their dog, 
Qitmir, inscribed around a 
hexagram. On the reverse a 
magical quadrate of letters 
is represented. Por general 
protection. Metal

Dim.: 43 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: 19th cent

96. Turkish sword with the 
names of the Seven Sleepers 
and their dog. In 
the property of Prof. L. Ka- 
kosy.

Dim.: 710 mm long 
Prv.: Budapest 
Acq.: 1978
Me: 1220 AJ. (1810 
A.D.I



9?. Key-ring coamemorating the 
October War (1973) with the 
figure of two soldiers and 
Koran 3.126. On the reverse 
Koran 3.160 is inscribed. To 
assure victory. Metal.

Dim.: 32 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acg.r 1974 
He: 1974

98. Pendant with the seven Sol­
omonic seals. For general 
protection. Agate in silver 
setting.

Dim.: 25 1 20 mm 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Aco.: 1984 
Age: 20th cent
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99. Pendant in the form of a 
black stone pria with the 
seven Solomonic seals and 
other magical signs. For 
general protection.

Dim.: 33116 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1986 (Budapest) 
Age: 19th cent.

100. Snake. Against snake-bite. 
Copper.

Dim.: 577 mm long
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya
Acq.: 1984
Age: 20th cent
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101. Snake. Against snake-bite. 
Plastic.

Dim.: 210 mm
Prv.: Marrakesh
Aca.: 19??
Ask modern

102. Ring in the form of a snake. Against snake-bite. 
Plastic.

Dim,: 22 mm in diameter
Prv.: Marrakesh
Aca.: 1978
Age: modern



103. Ring with a pentagran. Againfit the evil eye. 
Silver.

Dim: 2D m in dianeter
Prv.: Bosnia
Acq.: 1972
Age: 19th cent

104. Ring with the Throne Verse. 
For general protection. Sil­
ver.

Dim.: 2015 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: modern
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105. Ring with the inscription of 
M&diha munwwan ?o bring 
luck, Metal.

Dim.: 20 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Aco.: 1971 
AXe: 20th cent

106. Ring with the inscription 
bismi-l-lah al-rahman al- 
ratin. For general protec­
tion. Metal.

Dim.: 15 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: modern
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107. Ring with Koran 111 For 
general protection. Agate in 
silver setting, decorated 
with the figures of two 
birds and flowers.

Dim.: 30 x 20 mm 
Prv.: Buna 
Acq.: 1984 
Ate: 19th cent

108. Ring with Kor. 68.51-52. For 
general protection. Agate in 
silver setting, decorated 
with the figures of two 
birds and flowers.

Dim.: 30 x 20 mm 
Prv^ Baghdad 
Acq.: 1984 
Aie: 19th cent



109. Healing seal with the names 
of the Seven Sleepers. In 
the inner circle the name of 
their dog. Vitmir. two pen­
tagrams and the date 1330 
A.H. (19121 are inscribed. 
Brass.

Dia.: 30 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1975 
Age: 20th cent.

110. Healing seal with magical letters and numerals 
arranged in lines and surrounded by two 
circles. Brass.

Dim,: 25 mm in diameter
Prv.: Iznik. Turkey
Acq.: 1982
Age: 19th cent
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111. Healing seal with a magic 
quadrate made of numerals. 
Brass.

Din.: 28 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Bursa 
Acq.: 1984 
Age: 19th cent

112. Amulet case with seven pen­
dants. Ornamented silver.

Dim.: 8011? bud
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent.
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113. Hexagonal amulet case. Orna­
mented with cloisonne 
enamel. Silver.

Dim,: 78115 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: 19th cent

114. Hexagonal amuletcaie. Orna­
mented silver.

Dia; 80 x 12 nun 
Prv^ Hodeida 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: 20th cent



115. Amulet case. Ornamented 
silver.

Dim.: 63114 nun 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Aco.: 1973 
Age: 20th cent

116. Amulet case. Ornamented 
metal.

Dim.: 95 1 32 mm
PrVu Sanaa
Acq.: 1974
Age: 19th cent
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117. Amulet case with five pendants and with the ir 
scriptions bismi-I-lih ("In the Name of God "I 
and ma sh^a-l-lah ("Whatever God intend"). 
The reverse is decorated. Silver.

Dim.: 51145 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acqi 1971
Age: 20th cent.

118. Amulet case with four pendants. Ornamented 
silver.

Dim.: 55 x 47 hub
Prv.: Sanaa
Acq.: 1974
Age: 19th cent.
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119, Aautet case with sir pen­
dants. Decorated with three 
round pieces of red glass. 
Silver.

Dia.: 82 x 45 mm 
Prv.: Sanaa 
Acq.: 1974 
A^e: 19th cent.

120. Amulet case with two pendants. Ornamented 
silver.

Dim.: 33 x 18 mm
Prv.: Sanaa
Acq.: 1974
Age: 19th cent.
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121. Amulet case with five pendants and with the in­
scription Allah. The reverse is ornamented.

Dun,: 59 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Aco.; 19? 1
Age: 2vth cent.

122. Amulet case with three pairs of pendants. Orna­
mented metal.

Dia.: 43 mm
Prv.: Sanaa
Aco..' 1974
Age: 19th cent.



123. Amulet case. Ornamented metal.
Dia.: 42 mm
Prv.: Sanaa
Acq.: 1974
Afe: 19th cent

124. Amulet case. Ornamented 
metal.

Dia.: 115 x 68 mm
Prv.: Bosnia
Acq.: 1972
Aie: 19th cent



125. Amulet case. Leather.
Dim.: 48 1 45 die
Prv.: Assuan 
fa.: 1980 
fa.: 20th cent

126. Amulet case. Ornamented leather.
Dim.: 30 1 26 mm
Prv.: Assuan 
fa.: 1987 
fa: 20th cent

69



127. Amulet case. Ornamented on 
both sides. Metal.

Dia.: 83 x 64 mm
Prv.: Karachi
Acq.: 1986
Aft: 20th cent

128. Koran-holder with the representation of the 
Meccan Sanctuary and the Green Dome of the 
Prophet’s Mosque in Medina and with the in­
scription bi/ai-l-Oh al-rahaan al-r&hja 
("In the Name of God. the Merciful, the Compas­
sionate"). On the reverse ma" shS'a-1-läb 
("Whatever God intend") is inscribed. Metal.

Dia.: 32 x 28 mm
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Aft: modern
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129. Amulet case with a necklace. Ornamented metal.
Dim.: 62 1 54 mm
Prv.: Karachi
Aca.: 1986
Ate: 19th cent

130. Amulet case. Red leather.
Dim.: 58 1 40 mm
Prv.: Fez
Acq.: 1978
Age: modern



131. Amulet esse. Ornamented brass,
Dim.: 55 1 39 dud
Prv.: Fez
Aca.: 1978
Age: modern

132. Amulet case with the words Allih inscribed on 
the obverse and aibar ("Most Powerfur) 
embroidered on the reverse with brown thread, 
White textile.

Dim.: 40 1 25 dud
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern

72

J



133. Amulet with magical signs 
and letters and with the 
inscription of la havla 
va-la quwa ilia bi-l-lah 
al-caliyy al- catnn ("There 
is no power and no strength 
save in God. the Most High, 
the Exalted"). For general 
protection. Found in the 
amulet case of No 132. Writ­
ten on paper in blue ink.

Dim.: 106 x 77 id 
Are: modern

134. Amulet case. Coloured textile.
Dim.: 50 1 30 mm
Prv.: Istanbul 
kq.: 1986 
Age; modern
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135. Amulet with Koranic verses 
and pravers inscribed on 
both sides. For general pro­
tection. Found in the amulet 
case of No 134.

Dim.: 210 x 206 mm 
A^e: modern

136. Amulet with Koranic verses, incantations and the 
seven Solomonic seals. To assure general protec­
tion for its wearer, a woman. Written on paper 
in violet coloured ink. The drawing beneath 
shows the different steps of its folding, which 
is the typical way of folding amulets.

Dim.: 340 x 213 mm
Prv.: Istanbul
Aca.: 1986
Aie: modern
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the folding of No. 136

137. Amulet case. Black initation 
leather with a green band.

Dim.: 102 k 58 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Aca.: 1976
Age: modern
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138. Amulet with Kor. 113 and 114. two mafic 
quadrates composed of bdwh. and with three 
pentagrams at the end. For general protection. 
Written on paper with a black pencil Pound in 
the amulet case of No 137.

Dia.: 627 x 83 mm 
Aie: modern

139. Amulet case. Red textile. 
Dia.: 76 x 43 mm 
Prv.: Sanaa 
Acq.: 1974 
Aze: modern



140. Amulet with an incantation written mainly with 
separate letters including the name of its 
wearer, a certain Ahmad. For general protection. 
Pound in the amulet case of No 139. Written in 
brown ink on lined naner.

Dim.: 346 x 96 nun
Age; modern

Hl- Amulet case. Pink tertile.
Dim.: 90 r 45 mm
Prv.: Sanaa
Aco.; 1974
Age; modern



142. Amulet case found in the 
amulet case of No 141. Col­
oured textile,

Dim.: 70 1 40 mm 
Ale: modern

143. Amulet with Koranic verses, ahra sharihaya 
(from Hebr. ehye asher ebye) i"I am what I 
am"), "eye-glass" letters and magical characters. 
Written for a man and his family to assure 
protection against the jinn. Found in the amulet 
case of No 142. With inscriptions on both sides. 
Black ink on lined paper.

Dim.: 330 x 100 mm
Age: modern
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144. Amulet scroll with an incantation against Umm 
al-Sibnn ("The Mother of Children"), the evil 
of the jinn and men, pain in the joints and 
fever. Written for a man. Blue ink on lined 
paper.

Dim.: 510 x 28 am
Prv.: Sanaa
Aco.: 1974 
Age: modern

145. Amulet made of two different pieces of pacer. 
One of them contains Kor. 114. the other is 
incomplete and has Kor. 3.19 and 85.1-6 written 
with separate letters. Brown ink. The basmah in 
the middle is inscribed in red and cursivelv. 
For general protection.

Dim.: 110 x 66 mm and 23? x 80 mm
Prv,: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 18th cent



146. Amulet case. Brown leather.
Din.: 100 x 40 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Aco.: 1976
Age: 20th cent

147. Amulet scroll with Koranic verses and magical 
quadrates. Written in yellow ink (saffronl for a 
woman to assure the affection of people. Found 
in the amulet case of No 146. Paner.

Din.: 1900 x 90 mm
Age: 20th cent
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148. Amulet case. Black imitation 
leather.

Dim.: 74 1 43 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: 20th cent

^9' Amulet scroll with the FitAa (written three 
times in black ink), the Throne Verse. Kor. 17.82 

an invocation (inscribed with saffron) to 
assure good health for a woman. Found in the 
amulet case of No 148. Paper.

Dim,: 2310 x 60 mm 
Age: modern
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150, Amulet scroll with different Koranic verses and 
magical quadrates. The beginning is missing. To 
assure the affection of people. Written in brown 
ink on paper. Literature: A. Fodor. "Notes on an 
Arabic Amulet Scroll", Ada Orient, Huni, 11 
(19731. pp. 269-289.

Dim,: 860 x 85 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 19th cent.

151. Amulet scroll with Kor.10,81. 7,118-122, magical 
quadrates and the seven Solomonic seals. To 
make magic ineffective. Written in black and 
yellow ink on paper. Claimed to be found on the 
body of a maid servant who committed suicide 
by setting fire to herself but the scroll re­
mained intact.

Dim.: 340 x 83 mm
Prv,: Baghdad
Aca.: 1973
Age: 20th cent.

82



152. Amulet scroll with Kor. 20.39. 2.165. 100*8. 3.31. 
60,7,8.63. 48.1 48,3. 2,18. 12.30. 36.9 and magical 
quadrates. To assure love and affection. Claimed 
to be found on the body of the sane maid 
servant as mentioned under No 151. Written in 
black and yellow ink on paper.

Dia.: 1010 x 88 mm

153. Amulet scroll. The beginning is missing. The 
incantation is partly in Turkish and contains the 
Bhahida ("The Creed*), F bawls wa-la 
quwwa ilia bi-Hih al-csliyy al-caiHB 
I "There is no power and no strength save in 
God, Most High and Exalted"), the Throne Verse 
and Kor. 2^56-257. 17410-111.37,1-10.41.41-42, 
4,166, 3,18-19, 7.54-56, 17,45. 56,33-36, 59.21-22, 
72,3-4. The end is sealed with a hexagram and 
a figure which resembles a human being. To 
assure protection against the jinn. Brown ink on 
Paper,

Dim.: 1655 x 80 mm
Prv.: Istanbul
icq.: 1975
Age: 20th cent
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154. Amulet scroll with the Duca Umm al-Sibyan 
("The Prayer of the Mother of Children"!. Por 
general protection. Turkish and Arabic. Written 
in brown ink on paper. The end is missing.

Dim,: 1175 x 77 mm
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1973
Age: 20th cent

155. Amulet case. Brown leather. 
Dim.: 110 x 47 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976
Age: 20th cent



Me: 20th cent

156. Anulet case. Textile. Found 
in amulet case No 155.

Dim.: 100 x 30 mro

157. The amulet scroll found in case No 156 together 
with small pieces of silver-foil. Black thread is 
reeled on the scroll. The paper is pierced by 
several pins which must be supposed to assure 
protection against evil spirits. Other pins were 
found inside the scroll together with a snail 
black piece of textile (probably from a woman's 
dress) in triangular form. It contains the Seven 
Solomonic Contracts and the figures of a couple. 
?or general protection against Umm al-Sibyan. 
Inscribed with saffron on paper.

Dim.: 4520 x 90 mm
Me: 20th cent



A part of scroll No 157.

158. Amulet written on the back of a letter. Most of 
the diacritical dots are missing. The incantation 
contains the expression ahya sarahaya 
adunay asbaut al sadday (corrupted 
from the Hebrew ebye asher ehye adonay 
sebaol el shadday "I am what I am, Lord 
of Hosts God Omnipotent'), magical characters 
and "eye glass" letters. The amulet is called 
kitab, Brown ink on paper.

Dia: 228 x 148 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq,: 1971
Age: 18th cent
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159. Amulet in the form of a small book with 13 
pages. Most of the diacritical dots of the text 
are missing. The cover is brown textile. The 
incantation invokes different names erf God to 
assure protection for the wearer of the amulet 
called hijib, Brown ink on paper.

Dim.: 82 x 82 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 18th cent.

150. A quadrangular piece of linen covered with 
magical quadrates written in black and red ink. 
The Sünt Yüsuf is written around the 
quadrates. I had the opportunity to see a 
similar cloth in Marrakesh in 1978. To assure a 
successful career?

Dim.: 885 1 885 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: 19th cent
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161. Amulet called Kitab h-l-huima al-barida 
("Book for intermittent fever”). The incantation 
contains the expression aebaHt al shadday 
(corrupted from Hebr. eebiol él shadday 
"Lori of Hosts"), Kor. 21,70,17,105.1331.3,120. 
79,46 n-la havla wa-lá qwwa ilia bi-1- 
láh al-calivy abcaxm ("There is no power 
and no strength save in God Most High and 
Exalted"), 1732, magical characters and 
numerals. Against shivers. Black ink on paper, 

Dúl: 183 x 136 mm 
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1973
Age: 19th cent.

162. Amulet with magical quadrates and Koranic 
verses. The writing is stylised, the diacritical 
dots are missing. Brown ink on paper.

Dm.: 222 1 155 mm
Prv.: Fez
Acq.: 1978
Age: 20th cent
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163. Amulet with a magical quadrate and Koranic 
verses. The writing is stylised, the diacritical 
dots are missing. The lines are drawn in yellow. 
Brown ink on paper.

Din.: 155 x 10? mm
Prv.: Fez
Acq.: 1978
Age: 20th cent

1W. Amulet with a magical quadrate and Koranic 
verses. The writing is stylized, the diacritical 
dots are missing. Brown ink on paper.

Dim.: 133 x 92 mm
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1978
Age: 20th cent
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165. abSabc al-cuhud afalaynaniyya ("The 
Seven Sokmonk Contracts"). For general pro­
tection. Red, printed in Cairo.

Din,: 350 1 250 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1975
Age: 20th cent

166. Amulet case with the Hire 
al-ghasila ("Amulet of the 
corpse washerwoman") or 
Hin Mariana ("The Amulet 
of Murtha"). Red leather.

Din.: 100 x 25 mm 
Prv.: Benghazi 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: modern
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167. The Hin al-ghasila or tiin Muria» 
Printed in black on paper.

Dia.: 1870 x 80 mm
Prv.: Benghazi
Ac?.: 1971
Aga Printed recently, no date.

168, Amulet case made of red 
imitation leather with a page 
torn out from a printed 
Koran containing Sura 5.13­
31.

Dia.: 50 x 30 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: modern
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169. Amulet case. Black imitation 
leather.

Dim.: 65 1 42 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Afe: 20th cent.

170. Amulet scroll with Kor. 113. Ill and numerous 
pentagrams. Found in the amulet case No 169. 
Against the evil eye. Written with black pencil 
on paper. Several pins were placed in the scroll. 

Dim.: 500 1 77 mm 
Age: 20th cent



Amulet case made of col­
oured teitile.

Dim.: 60 1 45 mm
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya
Acq.: 1984 
Age: modern

^2. Amulet with a magical text, a human figure and 
several i signs to gain the love of somebody. 
Pound in the amulet case of No 171. Written in 
Nue and red on lined paper.

Dim.: 240 x 165 mro
Age.' modern



173. Amulet case made of white 
linen.

Dim.: 434 x 23 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Afe: modern

174. Amulet with Kor. 2,60 and the seven Solomonic 
seals. Found in the amulet case of No 171 
Written with pencil on paper.

Dim.: 12 x 55 mm
A/e: modern
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175. Amulet case made of white 
•textile containing several 
dark brown seeds and a 
piece of paper written with 
pencil. The text cannot be 
read.

Dim.: 45 x 30 mn 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1973 
A?e: Bodern

176. Amulet case nade of brass.
Dim.: 50 1 35 mn
Prv.: Fez
Acq.: 1978
Afe: nodern
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177. The Hijab ti-swt ("Amulet of the Sword"). 
For general protection. Found in the case of No 
176. Printed in black.

Dia: 164114 did
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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178. Amulet case nade of green 
textile. Pre» the tomb of a 
saint in Ghadanes.

Din.: 56 1 30 no 
Prv,: Ghadanes, 
Libya 
Acq,: 1934 
Age: nodern
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179, Amulet with ma” shfa-l-Hh ("Whatever God 
intend"), Kor. 9,129 and an invocation to gain 
the heart of a nan. On the reverse Fa jaIH ("0 
Glorious") is inscribed. Wrapped in silverfoil 
and a piece of nylon found inside the amulet 
case of No 178.

Dim.: 145 x 42 nn
Age; modern

180. Koran-holder made of brass 
with a small Koran inside. Of 
Turkish origin. Decorated.

Din.: 25 x 20 in 
Prv.: Budapest 
Acq.; 1979 
Age: 20th cent
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181. Koran-holder nade of plastic with a snail Koran 
inside. On the red obverse Allah ialla jalaluhu 
("May His glory be exalted") and on the blue 
reverse Muhammad cala.rhi ai-salam ("Peace 
be upon Hin") are inscribed in gold. It has a 
pendant made of pearl

Dim.: 50 1 35 mu
Prv.: Istanbul
kq.: 1973
Age: nodern

182. The Koran as amulet in a nylon case.
Dim.: 95 x 50 mn
Prv.: Cairo
Icq.: 1987
Aga' nodern
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183. The Koran as amulet Printed.
Dim.: 1617 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: modern

184. The Hijab abhien al-hasTn ("Amulet of 
the Fortifie.d Port*). For general protection. 
Printed in Cairo. 62 pp.

Dim.: 70 1 50 mn
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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185. The Hirn ¡1-jawhui ("Amulet of the Shield").
For general protection. Printed in Tunis. 80 pp.

Dia: 116x 76 mm
Prv.: Tunis
Acq.: 1971
Axe: Printed recently» no date.
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186. The Hire al-ghasih ("Amulet of the corpse 
washerwoman") in the form of a small book. 
Printed in Cairo. 15 pp.

Din.: 110 x 75 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987

Printed recently, no date.
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187. The Hin al-niqi ("Aaulet of the She-canel").
For general protection. Printed in Cairo. 31 pp.

Din.: 1W 173 m
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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188. Amulet containing Asma* ABih &l-husnA n 
du^uhi ("The Beautiful Name« of God and 
their Prayer"), Puca’ SayyidnA cUkAsha 
("Prayer of Sayyidna cUkasha")» Al-Sabc 
ayit Al-nunajjiyat wducaW ("The 
Seven Verees of Deliverance and their Prayer") 
and Du^ alshaykh AbT al-Anvar ("The 
Prayer of al-Shaykh AbT al-Anwar"|. For 
general protection. Printed in Cairo. 29 pp.

Din.: 106 1 80 dd
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: Printed recently, no date.

( 45-1-1 Al .H )
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189. The Khitan al-nubuwa (’The Seal of Prophet­
hood"), For general protection. Printed in Cairo. 
One page.

Dim.: 207x135 mm
Prv.: Assuan
Acq.: 1987
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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190. Anulet with Koranic verses, the figure of a 
nihrib and the seven Solononic teals. For 
general protection. Printed in Marrakesh. One 
page. The colour b brownish red. Maghrebi 
script

Dim.: 236 1 186 bib
Prv.: Marrakesh
kq.: 1978
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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191. Amulet called Barakat Muhammad ("The Blessing 
of Muhaanad") containing the Hijab al-diyar 
("Amulet of the House«") attributed to the 
Shaykh Abu Farid al-BistaaE For general 
protection. Printed in Morocco. One page. Magh­
rebi script The writing is faded after the 
nuaerous reproductions.

Dim.: 160 x 120 mm
Prv.: Marrakesh
Acq.: 1978
Age: Printed recently, no date.

192. Amulet with the Throne Verse and other Koranic, 
verses. For general protection. Printed. One 
page. The writing is faded after the nuaerous 
reproductions.

Dim.: 130 x 105 nun
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1978
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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193. AsuJet with the naie of AM the Throne 
Verse and other Koranic verses. For general 
protection. One page. Printed in Morocco.

Dia.: 1171100 m
Prv.: Marrakesh
Acq.: 1978
Age: Printed recently, no date.

194. Amiet called Isni aua duasi ("Prayer of the 
Greatest Naie") with the Throne Verse, other 
Koranic verses and the nates of the holy scrip­
tures (Hafrat Qur^n, Zabur, Tamil, InjH, 
"Koran, Psalms, Torah, Gospel") arranged around 
the central circle. For general protection. Print­
ed in Turkey.

Dm: 140 1 100 m
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1973
Age: Printed recently, no date.
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195. Amulet with Kor. 112. the Throne Verse, other 
Koranic verses and the pictures of the Kacba 
and the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina. For general 
protection. Red. printed in Rabat

Dim.: 21? x 11? mm
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1978
Age: 20th cent

196. Photo showing a disk between two corns above 
a door. Against the evil eye. Taken in Assuan in 
1971.
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197. The picture of a hand with an eye and an 
inscription. Against the evil eye. Coloured 
transfer. Lit,: A. Fodor, "The Evil Eye in To­
day’s Egypt*, folia Orientate 13 (1971), pp. 51­
65.

Dte: 112175 ns
Prv.: Cairo
Acg..' 1987 
Age: Modern

198. Aaulet with the picture of 
the hand and several in­
scriptions. Against the evil 
eye. Coloured page, printed 
in Cairo.

Dim.: 355 x 237 nm 
Prv,: Cairo 
Acq.: 1975
Age: Printed re­
cently, no date.
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199. Amulet with the pictures of 
the hand with the eye. the 
photos of the Blue Mosque 
and the Hagia Sophia. The 
inscriptions contain the 
names of Allah and Mu­
hammad and a text enumer­
ating the troubles against 
which the amulet is suppos­
ed to protect the house. 
Printed in Turkey.

Dim.: 142 x 95 mm 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq.: 1990 
Age: modern

200. The picture of an eye 
pierced through by an 
arrow with an inscription. 
The scene is set in a cloud. 
Against the evil eye. Col­
oured transfer.

Dim.: 160 x 70 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1968 
Age: modern

107



201. The picture of a hand with an eye and inscrip­
tions. Against the evil eye. Coloured transfer. A 
variant of No 197. Printed in Italy.

Din.: 112x 75 m
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: nodern

•■V ’ V -.7

202. The picture of a hand with an eye and inscrip­
tions different iron those of No 201. Against the 
evil eye. Coloured transfer. Printed in Italy.

Dm.: 107 i 50 mn
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: nodern
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203. The picture of a hand with the number 5. 
Against the evil eye. Coloured transfer. Printed 
in Italy.

Dim.: 34117 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: modern

204. The picture of a hand with an eye and a snake, 
The figure of a scorpion with several inscrip­
tions, among them the Throne Verse surround 
the hand. Against the evil eye. Printed in 
different colours.

Dim.: 165 x 125 mm
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya
Aco.: 1971
Age: modern
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205, Amulet with the figures of hands, a horse-shoe, 
scorpions, snakes, eyes and pentagrams. Por 
general protect»» against evil Printed in 
Morocco.

Da.: 300 x 26? mm
Prv.: Marrakesh
Acq.: 1978
Age: Printed recently, no date.

206. Candie with five branches. Coloured. Against the 
evil eye.

Dim.: 250 1 70 mm
Prv.: Fez
Acq.: 1978
Age: modern
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20?. Stylised eye with the in­
scription of aw shfrl- 
lib i "Whatever God 
intend") on the reverse. 
Blue glass in metal 
mounting. Against the evil 
eye.

Din.: 30 bid in diam- 
eber 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: 20th cent

208. Bye made of blue glass. 
Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 2211? mm 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: modern
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209. Aieulet against the evil eye. A broom with a 
stylized eye, four Turkish coins, two blue beads 
and a small bell Of Turkish origin.

Dim,: 140 x 75 mn
Prv.: Komotini, Greece
Acq.: 1990
Age: modern

210. A piece of pottery with holes and blue glaze 
looking like a stylized eye of Horus (called umm 
s&bc cuyun, "the mother of seven eyes"). 
Against the evil eye. Damaged.

Dim,: 34 mm
Prv,: Baghdad
Acq.: 1973
Age: 20th cent
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211. Pendant in the form of a round piece of blue 
glass with seven holes and a black pearl 
attached to it It looks like the stylized eye of 
Horus. Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 19 mm in diameter
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: modern

212. Pendant in the form of a round piece of blue 
plastic with seven holes and a gall-nut attached 
to it Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 19 mm in diameter
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1979
Age: modern
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213. Pendant in the fan of a stylized eye with a 
horse-shoe and a paprika. Blue glass, metal and 
plartk. Against the evil eye.

Dia.: 46 ma in diameter
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1973
Age: modern

214, Pendant decorated with a cowrie shell, pearls, 
the stylized eye of Horus and two small disks. 
Against the evil eye.

Din,: 551 21 mm
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern
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215. Pendant decorated with a cowrie shell, pearls, 
two stylized eyes of Horus and three snail 
disks. Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 95 1 50 mm
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern

216. Pendant with a stylized eye of Horus, made of 
plastic, pearls and three small disks. Against the 
evil eye.

Dim,: 40 mm in diameter
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern
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217. String of pearls with a stylized eye of Hanis 
Bade of plastic. Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 260 nun long
Prv.: Damascus
Acg.: 1986
A/a' modern

218. A piece of white stone and a blue plastic hand 
with pearls attached to the same string. Against 
the evil eye.

Dim.: 50 1 35 nun
Prv.: Marrakesh
Acg.: 1978
Afe: modern
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219. Pendant made of a piece of blue ribbon, two 
pieces of aluB and a stylized, glass eye. Against 
the evil eye.

Dim.: 60 bid long
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: nodern

220. A hand with decorations 
made of green textile. 
Against the evil evt.

Dim.: 155 x 78 : 
Prv.: Tripoli. Jbya 
Acq.: 1978 
Age: modern
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221. A red hand attached to a 
yellow feh. Against the evil 
eye. Textile. Decorated.

Dio.: 205 1 145 m 
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya 
Acq.: 197?
Age: modern

222. Hand. Against the evil eye. Black plastic.
Dm.: 25113 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: modern
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223. Hand with a blue pearl. Against the evil eye. 
Silver.

Dm.: 23115 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: modern

224. Hand with a blue pearl. Against the evil eye. 
Silver.

Dim.: 23114 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: modern
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225. Pendant with an elephant, a paprika, a hand, a 
fish and a stylised eye of Horus. Against the 
evil eye. Coloured plastic.

Dim.: 60 x 24 on
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1975
Age: nodern

226. Pendant with the picture of a nosque and the 
inscription al-Sayyid al-Badâm The figures of 
a child, a paprika, a slipper and a hand are 
hanging down. Anulet connected with Ahnad 
al-Badawi, the popular saint of Tanta in Egypt 
For general protection. Coloured plastic.

Dim.: 55 1 25 nn
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1987
Age: nodern
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22?. A small corn with a button resembling the 
stylized eye of Horus. Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 95 x 12 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: 20th cent

228. A pair of gazelle corns attached to a piece of 
red leather with the drawing of a hunan face. 
Against the evil eye.

Dim.: 310 x 94 mm
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya
Acq.: 1977
Age: 20th cent.
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229. Pendant in the form of a 
paprika with a snail pearl. 
Hung on a metal necklace. 
Against the evil eye. Blue 
plastic.

Dim.: 70 mm long. 
Prv.: Damascus 
Acq.: 1984 
Age: modern

230. Necklace with a fish, a blue 
teardrop and a small Koran 
holder I with the inscriptions 
Allah and Muhannad). Por 
general protection. Alumin­
ium and plastic.

Din.: 600 mm long 
Prv.: Damascus 
Acq.: 1984 
Age: modern
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231. Necklace with a hand, a red 
paprika and a small Koran 
holder (inscribed AUäh and 
Muhammad. For general 
protection. Aluminium and 
plastic.

Dim.: 620 mm long 
Prv.: Damascus 
Acq.: 1984 
Age: modern

232. Pendant composed of pearls with four hands and 
the stylised eyes of Horus. To be hung in a 
shop for general protection. Coloured plastic.

Dim,: 170 x 130 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: modern
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233. Pendant composed of a crescent and a triangle 
completed with several small pendants looking 
like Bihribe. To be hung in a shop for 
general protection. Plastic and glass pearl.

Dia.: 305 x 150 mm
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1984
Age: modern

234. Pendant in the form of an amulet case decorated 
with the figures of scorpions on both sides. 
Small hands and fishes are hanging down. Por 
general protection. Plastic and glass pearl.

Dia.: 180 x 105 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Age: modern
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235. cArii's al-aash ("corn­
bride"! made of spikes of 
grain. To protect the house.

Dia.: 210 x 200 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1975 
Age: modern

236. Pan sal ("Colocynth"). The name of Allah and 
magical numbers are inscribed on it For general 
protection. Lit: A. Fodor. "The Evil Bye in 
Today's Egypt". Folia Orientalia 13 (19711, pp. 
51-65.

Dim.: 100 mm in diameter
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1968
Age: modern
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237. Filter of an ’ulh (water jug I 
with a pentagram.

Dim.: 64 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv,: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: 19th cent.

238. Filter of an 'uZZa (water jug) 
with a hexagram.

Dim.: 57 mm in diam­
eter
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Aga* 19th cent
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Shiite Amulets

239. Túrba in the form of the upper part of a nih - 
rib. With the inscription Turbot cAlf- Mil-e 
Kerbela ("The Túrba of CAII- The Treasure of 
Kerbela’). Decorated. Used by the Shiites during 
prayer and as an amulet Made of the earth of 
Kerbela.

Din.: 86171 x 17 mm
Prv.: Kerbela
Acq.: 1973
Age: modern

240. Ma in the form of a rect­
angle. With the inscription 
Mat rA^ - Mal-e Ker­
bela ("The Turba of CA1T- 
The Treasure of Kerbela"). 
Decorated. Used by the Shi­
ites during prayer and as 
an amulet Made of the earth 
of Kerbela.

Dim.: 44 x 30 x 11 mm 
Prv.: Kerbela 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: modern
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241. Turba in the for* of a disk. With the inscription 
Turbat - tfal-e Kerbela ("The Turba of 
cAh'- The Treasure of Kerbela"). Decorated. 
Used by the Shiites during prayer and as an 
amulet Made of the earth of Kerbela.

Dia.: 63115 mn
Prv.: Kerbela
Aca.: 1973
Aga modern

242. Oval shaped stone of a ring. 
With the inscription Allah 
akbar. Decorated. To be 
worn by the dead. Made of 
the earth of Kerbela.

Dim.: 20 r 1518 nm 
Prv.: Kerbela 
Aca.: 1973 
Aga' modern
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243. Ring to be worn by the dead. Made of the earth
of Kerbela.

Dim.: 25110 mo
Prv.: Kerbela
Acq.: 1973
Age: modern

244. Sibha (’’Rosary") composed 
of 28 beads and a pendant 
looking like a turba, Allah, 
CA1^ Hasan. Husayn, 
Fatima are inscribed. 
Destined for the dead. Made 
of the earth of Kerbela.

Dim.: 340 mt long 
Prv.: Kerbela 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: modern
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245. Bracelet aade of six turba-e. 
To be worn by the dead.

Dim.: 115 x 40 ma
Prv.: Kerbela
Acq.: 1973
Age: nodern

246. A piece of cloth with the 
picture of the al-Rawda al- 
Husayniyya (The Shrine of 
Husayn) in Kerbela 
together with the toabs of 
Husayn and his two sons. 
Two pairs of trees are rep­
resented on either side of 
the Mosque. With inscrip­
tions in Persian and deco­
rations. To be placed under 
the turba during prayer. 
Printed in black on white 
linen.

Din.: 285 x 270 aa 
Prv.: Kerbela 
Acq^ 1973 
Age: nodern
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247. A piece of glass in octagonal 
fora with the picture of the 
Mosque of CA1T in Najaf. PF 
cAlFis incised several tines. 
For general protection. 
Wine-red.

Dim.: 33 1 28 me 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: 20th cent.

248. Cowrie shell with the in­
scription Fa cA1l For gen­
eral protection.

Da.: 27 r 20 mn 
Prv.: Konia, Turkey 
Acq.: 1984 
Age: nodern
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251. Ring with a magic square. 
For general protection. Made 
in Najaf. Metal

Dia.: 20 sun in diam­
eter
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: 20th cent

252. Pendant in oval form with 
the inscriptian Allah cAf 
Nuhanmad Patina 
Hasan Husayn. For general 
protection. Agate in silver 
mounting.

Din.: 33121 mm 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Acq^ 1984
Age: 20th cent
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253. Arn anulet I Pers, baz-
band). Plaque with the fig­
ure of a fish and magical 
signs. To assure fertility 
and abundance. Silver. Lit.: 
IFodor, "A Group of Iraqi 
Arn Amulets", Quaderni di 
Studi Arabi 5-6 (1987-88), 
259-277.

Dim.: 98 1 74 in 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: 19th cent

254. Arn amulet (Pers, bazband]. Plaque with magi­
cal numbers and signs. Por general protection. 
Iron. Lit.: Fodor, op.ciL, 259-277.

Dim.: 6814? nn
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1973
Age: 19th cent
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255. Arn amulet (Pers, bax- 
bandi Plaque with the 
Throne Verse and other Ko­
ranic verses. For general 
protection. Iron, üt: Fodor, 
op.cit. 259-277.

Dim.: 65 1 49 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1973 
Age: 19th cent

256. Arn amulet (Pers, baxband). Plaque with two 
pairs of human figures, Koranic verses, magical 
numbers and signs. With inscriptions on both 
sides. To assure love. Brass. Lit: Fodor, op.cit, 
259-277.

Dim.: 69 mm in diameter
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1973
Age: 20th cent
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257, Arn amulet (Pere, bâi- 
bAnd), Plaque with the Sign 
of the Lion and the Sun 
surrounded by the seven 
Solononic seals and Koranic 
verses, On the reverse a 
magical quadrate, a pair of 
twins, the seven Solononic 
seals and Koranic verses are 
inscribed. To assure power 
and affection. Silver. Lit: 
Fodor, op. cit, 259-27?.

Din.: 85 1 68 nn 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acg.: 1973 
Agé: 19th cent

obverse

reverse
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258. Ara amulet (Pers, bazband). Plaque with a pair 
of human figures, magical numbers and signs. 
With inscriptions on both sides. To assure love. 
Brass.

Dim.: 55 1 42 mn
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Age: 20th cent

259. Plaque with the seven Solomonic seals and an 
invocation with alii Im r, k by c s, and h m 
c q. To assure livelihood. Brass.

Dim.: 41126 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: 20th cent
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260. Plague with & magical 
quadrate, numbers, the 
seven Solomonic seals. On 
the reverse a hexagram with 
the name Muhannad Halm 
and separate letters are 
inscribed. Bor general pro­
tection. Brass.

Din: 41127 in 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: 20th cent

261. Plaque with magical 
quadrates, numbers and Ker. 
2J65, 763 and 76,27. On the 
reverse a magical quadrate, 
the name Muhannad Rae 
Halm and numbers are 
inscribed. To assure love. 
Brass.

Din.: 50 1 50 am 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: 20th cent
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262. Plaque with two magical 
quadrates, the seven Solo­
monic seals and invocations 
to different angels. With 
inscriptions on both sides. 
For general protection. Cop­
per.

Dia.: 65 r 60 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: 20th cent.
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264. Plaque with the figure of a woman covered with 
magical quadrates and surrounded by numbers 
and magical signs. To assure love. Brass.

Din.: 73 1 26 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: modern

265. Persian coin as an amulet 
with the figure of the Lit® 
holding a sword and having 
the Sun on its back (the 
characteristic figure of the 
old Persian arms). Cf. also 
No 255. On the reverse al- 
SuJtan Muhautad CA1~ 
Qajar Shah is inscribed. 
To assure power and general 
protection. Silver.

Dim.: 28 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1988
Age: dated 1327 A.H. (1907 A.D.I
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266. Pendant of a necklace in the 
traditional form of the 
Dhu-i-fiqar. the sword of 
CA1T. With the inscription 
la fata ilia cAli ("There 
is no hero save CAE*). For 
general protection. Alumin­
ium plated with brass.

Dim.: 6? x 12 mm 
Prv.: Kerbela 
Acq.: 1988 
Age: modern

26?. Amulet called Hirz Jawad calayhi al-salam 
("The Amulet of Jawad - Peace be upon H»"!l 
with the Paliha, Kor. 22,65, 84.19 and an 
invocation which asks protection for the wearer 
of the amulet (sahib hadha-l-caqd wa- 
hadha-l-birz m-badha-l-kitab "The 
owner of this contract and this amulet and this 
book"). The figures of two trees are shaped 
from the text Written in black on onionskin. The 
title is in red, the lines of the frame are drawn 
in black, red, green and blue.

Dim.: 305 x 40 mm
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1976
Age: 19th cent
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268. Amulet case. Black leather. 
Dia.: 37 1 30 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Afe: 20th cent.

269. Amulet with the figure of CA1T having a blank 
face. The tert is inscribed in Persian together 
with Kor. 2,255-257, 48,1, 109, 112. 113, 114. la 
hawla wa-ia quwva ilia bi-l-lah al-caliyy 
a^azm ("There is no power and no strength 
save in God, the Most High, the Exalted"), the 
names of Allah Muhammad CAE~ PeTtima 
Hasan Husayn. la fata ilia CA1T wa-ia 
sayf ilia dhu-l-fiqar ("There is no hero save 
cAli and there is no sword save Dhu-l-Fi- 
qar"l and four magical quadrates. Found in 
case No 268. For general protection. Printed in 
blue on paper.

Dim.: 217x 138 mm
Age: 20th cent.
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270. Amulet with the picture of 
CA1T having a face left 
blank and surrounded by a 
halo. Above him the seven 
Solomonic seals and a
mosque with the inscription 
aMmam al-Rida are
drawn. The texts contain the 
Throne Verse. Kor. 2^56-25?, 
68, 51-52, 12,64 and the 
names of the Imams. Printed 
in brown on paper in Kerbe- 
la. Worn in a nylon case.

Dim.: 217 x 172 mm 
Prv.: Kerbela 
Acg.: 1988
Age: printed recently

271. Pendant with the figure of 
cAli surrounded by twelve 
bundles of rays and flanked 
by the pictures of his 
Mosque in Najaf and two 
palm-trees. The inscription 
ensures the protection of 
cAlTfor the wearer. On the 
obverse Koran 68,51-52 can 
be read.

Dim.: 36 ma in diam­
eter
Prv.: Istanbul
Acg.: 1990
Age: 1337 A.H. (1918 A.D.)
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Ml. The Duca' al-taj ("Invocation of the Crown") 
with incantations and Koranic verses. For gen­
eral protection. Printed in Iraq.

Dim.: 505 x 195 ma
Prv.: Najaf, Iraq
Acq.: 1973
Age: Printed recently, no date.

273. Amulet case made of blue 
plastic with two pages from 
a printed book about the 
Ziyarat ("Visits") to the 
holy places of the Shiites 
containing the Ziyara to 
Husayn.

Dim.: 501 34 mm 
Prv.: Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: modern
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274. Amuler case mao*1 of red 
Plastic with two different 
paies iron a printed hoot 
about the Sy ant (‘Vi­
sits") to the holy Places of 
the Shiites containing me 
¿iwal u-nihiya and 
me fhica ¿Havaséul 
attributed to Nuesy»- tf- 
TÜJL

L‘1ID.: & '! 34 mi»' 
Prv* Baghdad 
Acq.: 1976 
Age: modern

275. The buca Umm al-Sjbyan । "Invocation of the 
Mather of Children"i or sl-Sabc cubud al- 
sulaymruyya ("The Seven Solomonic Con­
tracts Printed in blacs on paper.

Dim.: 445 x 29b m
Pry.: Naiat. Iraq
Acq.: 1973
Age: printed recently, nc date
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276. Piaaue with a human face. With the inscription 
fa" Hadmt cAbbas Ridi Sold at th- 
Shrine of cAbbas in Kerbela. To be left at the 
tomb as an ex vote to ensure flood health and 
general protection. Metal.

Dio.: 52 mm in diameter
Prv.: Kerbela
Aco.: 1988
Afe: 20th cent.

277. Plaque divided into 5 i 7 
squares containing the fig­
ures of different objects. Tc 
protect against jinn. Sold at 
the Shrine of Imam cAbbas 
in Kerbela and at the Kmi- 
miyya Mosque in Baghdad. 
Brass.

Dim.: 49 x 3b mm 
Prv.: Kerbeia 
Acq..’ 1988 
Age: modern
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Degeneration of Amulets

278. Leather amulet case stuffed with wood. Brown.
Dm.: 68 x 60 mm
Prv,: Assuan
Aca.: 1985
Aie: 20th cent

279. Textile amulet case stuffed 
with rais. Blue.

Dia.: 157 x 97 mm 
Prv.: Nucimiva.
Iraq
Acq.: 1973
Age: moderr
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28U. Decoration in the shape of an amulet case with 
pendants. To be hung in a shop. Made of 
hummus ichick-peas) and small pieces of rais.

Din.: 212 ï 9U mm 
Prv.: cÜMvr. Irao 
Aca.: 197?
Age: modern

281. Amulet with the FatM Kor. 112.113. 114 and 
magical letters. The script is simplified, the 
diacritical dots are missing. For general protec­
tion. Written in due ink on lined paper.

Dim.: 217 x 155 m
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1978
Age: modern
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282, Amulet with a magic 
quadrate comnosed of ak 
tidr ("The Powerful"I. The 
script is almost illegible. the 
diacritical dots are missing. 
Written m brown ink on 
oaoer.

Dim.: 160 x 115 mm 
Prv.: Rabat 
Aco.: 1978 
Age: modern

283, Amulet written in a completely stylised script 
The text is illegible. Cut into five separate 
nieces attached together at the ends only, 
Written in brown ink on paper.

Dim,: 330 x 100 mm
Prv.: Rabat.
Aca.: 1978
Age: 20th cent
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284. Amulet written in a completely Etyhzed script 
with two human figures, pentagrams and a 
magical quadrate. The text is illegible. Written in 
brown ink on paper.

Dun.: 335 x 218 mm
Prv.: Rabat
Aco..' 1978
Age: 20th cent.

285. Amulet in the form of a 
scroll left blank inside. On 
the outer face the letters o 
and m are inscribed 
together with one of the 
seven Solomonic seals writ­
ten twice. Blue ink on lined 
paper.

Dim.: 320 x <5 mi 
Prv^ Sanaa 
Aco.: 1974 
Age: modern
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286. Amulet m the fora of a piece of paper. Apart 
iron a few letters, the text is composed d 
oblioue strokes. Written in brown ink.

Dim.: 153 x 80 mm
Prv.: Rabat
Aca.: 1978
Aee: modern

28?. A piece of paper folded in the usual wav of 
amulets. Without inscriptions.

Dim.: 190 x 80 mm
Prv.: Radar
Aco.: 1978
Age: modern
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Zár Amulets

288. Plaque with a hexagraa. th? 
inscription of bisni-J-lah 
mi shfrHáh ("In the 
Nane of God - Whatever God 
intend*) and floral decorat­
ion. On the reverse the be- 
ginniru? of the Throne Verse 
is inscribed. Silver.

Dol: 47 am in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Aco.: Ids'?
Afe: 19th cent

289. Plaque with the figure of 
cAbb& Hilmf and floral 
decoration. On the reverse 
the beginning of the Throne 
Verse is inscribed, Nine 
snail pendants are hanging 
down. Silver.

Dim.: 53 aa in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Afe: 19th cent
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290. Plaque with the figures of a 
nan and a woman and floral 
decoration, un the reverse 
the beginning of the Throne 
Verse is inscribed. Seven 
snail pendants are hanging 
down, one is missing. Metal.

Dud.: 52 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
.tea..' 1971 
Age: 19th cent.

291. Plaque with the figure of a camel carrying the 
mahnal Floral decoration. On the reverse the 
beginning of the Throne Verse is inscribed. Nine 
small pendants are hanging down, the tenth in 
the middle is made of the inscription ms’ 
sbiihrl-ISh I"Whaterer God intend”). Metal

Din.: 58 mm in diameter
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1971
Ate: 19th cent

obverse
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291 reverse

292. Plaque with the figure of a 
woman in front of aii 
incense burner. On the 
reverse the beginning of the 
Throne Verse is inscribed. 
Four small pendants are 
hanging down, the fifth in 
the middle is in the form of 
a hand. Silver.

Dim,: 32 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
^e.' 20th cent
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293. Plaaue with the figure of an 
officer resembling cAbDa? 
HilmT on Plaque 289. On tn? 
reverse the beginning of tn? 
Throne Verse is inscribed. 
Four small pendants ar? 
hanging down, the fifth in 
the middle is in the form of 
a hand. Silver.

Dim.: 4512b mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: 20th cent.

294. Plaque with the figures of a 
water demon and a fish. On 
the reverse the beginning of 
the Throne Verse is 
inscribed, four small pen­
dants are hanging down, the 
fifth in the middle is in the 
form of a hand. Silver.

Dud.: 43 i 29 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1971 
Age: 20th cent.
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295. Pendant for the shekha in 
the fora of an amulet plaoue 
with four cowrie shells. 
Made of green, red and 
white pearls.

Dim.: 47 mm in diam­
eter 
Prv.: Cairo 
Aco..' 1974 
Aze: 20th cent.

296. Pendant for the shekha in the fora of a 
cylindrical amulet case with three cowrie shells. 
Made of green, red and white pearls.

Dia.: 45113 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1974
Age: 20th cent.
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29?. Ornamental head-dress for the shekha, Made of 
green, red and white pearls and cowrie shells.

Dim.: 240 x 190 bhd
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1974
M' 20th cent

298. Anklet for the shekha. 
Made of green, red and 
white pearls and cowrie 
shells.

Dim.: 315 x 22 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Aco.: 1974 
Age: 20th cent
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299. Belt for the sheiha. with 
the name Hunira inscribed 
on the buckle. Decorated 
with the figures of goats 
and flowers. Small pendants 
are hanging down. Silver.

Dim.: 1100 x 2d mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Aco.: 1974 
Age: 20th cent.

300. Stick for the zar ceremony ending in a phallic shape. Decorated with white, yellow, red and blue 
pearls. In the middle four cowrie shells are hanging down to emphasize the phallic appearance (?).

Dim.: 780 mm long
Prv.: Cairo
Acq,: 1974
Age: 20th cent
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¡01. Stick for the zar cerenonv ending in a phallic shape. Decorated with green and white pearls.
Dim.: 870 mm long
Prv.: Cairo
Aco..' 1974
Age: 20th cent
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Magic Bowls

302. Tasat al-khadda ("fear-cup") with 
astrological syubols. Koranic verses and 
magical signs. The name Mawiana al- 
Sultan al-Malik al-Nansur is 
inscribed on the reverse. Brass.

Dim,: 135 mn in diameter 
Prv.: Sanaa 
Aca.: 1975 
Age: 19th cent.

inner rid?

outer side
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303. Tasat aJ-khadda I "fear-cup") with 
Koranic verses. magical numbers and 
signs. Brass.

Dim.: 202 mm m diameter
Prv.: Cairo
4co.: 1971
Me: 19th cent.

inner side

outer side
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304. Zasat al-khadda infear-cupni with 
Koranic verses, magical numbers, 
quadrates and a hexagram. brass.

Dim.: 197 mm in diameter
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1984
Afe: 19th cent

inner side

outer side
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305, Tisat al-khadda ("fear-cup") with 
Koranic verses and magical numbers. 
Brass.

Dim.: 14b im in diameter
Prv.: Istanbul
Acu.: 1984
Age: 19th cent.

inner side

outer side
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306. tat al-khadda ("fear-cup") with Ko­
ranic verses and magical numbers. cAii 
is invoked several tiroes. 31 miftan-r 
("keys"! with the basuaJa ("In the Kane 
of God"! are attached to the run of the 
cup. Brass.

Dim,: 150 mm in diameter
Prv.: Damascus
Aca.: 1986
Afe: 20th cent.

inner skie

outer side
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307. Tisat al-khadda I’fear-cup’) with 
Koranic verses. 21 miftah-s with the 
bamala are hung in the middle. Bears 
inscriptions on the inner side oniv. 
Brass.

Dim.: 140 mm in diameter
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1986
Aee: 20th cent.

inner siae

segment
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308. Tasat al-khalSs ("cud of 
deliverance"i with the name? 
of Allah Munammad rAJ 
Fatma Hasan huwn 
inscribed on a hand 
together with the figure of 
a mosaue. brass.

bun,: 110 bid in 
diameter 
Prv.: Naiaf. Irac 
Acq.: 1976 
Ate: 20th cent.

inner side

outer side
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309. Tasat al-khadda ("fear-cup"), With 
inscriptions in Persian with an invoca­
tion to Imam Rida, the picture of a 
mosque and the figures of two men. a 
bird ana a magical quadrate. The outer 
face bears no inscriptions. Brass.

Dim.: 130 mm in diameter
Prv.: Karachi
Acq.: 1986
Ate: 20th cent.

inner side

310, Tasat al-baraka I "cup of 
blessing"! with the Throne 
Verse inscribed on the inner 
side. The outer face is dec­
orated with the picture of 
the Prophet's Mosque in 
Medina and flowers. Metal.

Dim.: Iwi mm in 
diameter 
Prv.: Mecca 
Acq.:
Age: 20th cent
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311. Tasat al-khadda (*fear- 
cup"l (?). Decorated with 
the figures of four butter­
flies. A fish is placed in the 
centre. The outer face bear? 
no inscriptions. Copper.

Dim.: 160 mm in 
diameter 
Prv,: Damascus 
Acq.: 1986 
Afe: 20th cent.
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Rosaries

312. Sibha ("rosarv") made of 
99 beads. A small piece of 
black ra£ from the dress of 
the wife is attached to it to 
protect its wearer during 
travel. Dark brown wood.

Dia.: 94b mm lone 
Prv.: Damascus 
Aca.: 1986 
Age: 20th cent.

313. Sibha ("rosary") made of 33 beads. Ornamented 
with small stars in the form of pentagrams. 
Black plastic.

Dim.: 220 mm long
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern
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314. Site a ("rosary"! of 33 beads made of stones of 
olives.

Dim.: 460 mm Jong
Prv.: Bursa
Acq.: 1984
Age: modern .

315. Sibha ("rosary*) made of 33 beads. Metal.
Dim.: 230 mm Jong
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1986
Aee: modern
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316. Sibha ("rosarv") made of 24 beads. Divided into 
three sections of three beads, ten beads and 
eleven beads. Shiite. Glass.

Dun.: 210 mm long
Prv.: Istanbul
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern

31?. Sibha ("rosary"I made of 99 beads. Used 
especially by af-tarioa al-barhani.v.n (the Bar- 
hamiyya Sufi order). White plastic.

Dm.: 450 mm long
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 198?
Age: modern
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318. Sibha ("rosary") made of 33 beads with two 
fringes. Wood.

Dim.: 370 mm long
Prv.: Tripoli. Libva
Acq.: 1984
Age: modern

319. Sibha I "rosary") made of 33 beads with three 
metal pendants. Black plastic.

Dim.: 300 mm long
Prv.: Damascus
Acq.: 1986
Age: modern
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320. Sibha ("rosary') made of 
500 beads. Sold at Sultan 
Eyiip Mosoue in Istanbul. 
Plastic.

Dim.: 3100 mm long 
Prv.: Istanbul 
Ma.: 1990 
Me: modern

173



Incense Burners

321. Mabkhara ("censer’) in the 
fora of an ancient Yeeen) 
house. Black stone.

Dim.: 86 x W5 mm 
Prv.: Aden 
Aco.: 1984 
Me: Pre-lilamic

322. Mabkhara I "censer") in the fora of a Yemeni 
house. Decorated in green and red. Unglazed 
pottery. ■

Dim,: 16(i x 87 mn
Prv.: Aden
Acq.: 1984
Age: 20th cent
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323. Mabkhara ("censer").Painted in green and 
brown. Glazed pottery.

Dim.: 11? x 7b ma
Prv.: Aden
Aca.: 1984 
Afe: modern

324. Mabkhara (’’censer"!. Brown. Glazed pottery.
Dim.: 176 x 82 mm
Prv.: Aden
Aco..' 1984
Me: modern
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325. Mattban ("censer"). Decorated in black and 
red. Unglazed potterv.

Dm.: 152 x 75 ma
Prv.: Sanaa
Acq.: 1974
Ate: nodern

326. Mat)khan ("censer"). Un­
glazed potterv.

Dim.: 44 1 75 be
Prv.: Tripoli, Libya 
Aco.: 1980 
Age: 20th cent
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327. Mabkhara I "censer"). Un­
glazed pottery.

Dim.: 95 x 95 mm 
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya 
Aco.; 1981' 
Age: 20th cent

328. Mabkhara ("censer"). Unglazed pottery.
Pim.: 115 x 73 mm
Prv.: Tripoli. Libva
Aco.: 1984
Age: 20tn cent
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329. Habkhara ("censer*, daffaya in Egyptian 
Arabic I. Decorated. Unglazed potterv.

Dim.: 11? 1120 mm
Prv.: Siwa. Egypt
Acq.: 1989
Aie: 2uth cent

330. Habkhara ("censer", dafiava in Egyptian 
Arabic). Unglazed pottery.

Dim.: 163 x 115 mm
Prv.: Cairo
Acq.: 1989
Age: modern
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331. Mabkhara ("censer", daitaya in Egyptian 
Arabic I in the fora of a shrine. Metai,

Dim.: 155 x 9(' mm
Prv.: Cairo
Aco.: 198r
Age: modern

332. Mab^bara ("censer" daffava 
in Egyptian Arabic!. Un­
glazed pottery.

Dim.: 11U x 78 mm 
Prv.: Alexandria 
Aco.: 1987 
Afe: modern
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333. Matkhara I "censer", daftava in Egyptian 
Arabic!. Brass.

Dim,: 150 x 100 bid
Prv.: Alexandria
Aca.: 1990
Aie: uodern

334. Mabkhara ("censer"!. Brass. 
Dim.: 200 x 113 mm 
Prv.: Damascus 
Acq.: 1986 
Afe: 20th cent.
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335. A piece of yellow pacer with a magic numerical 
Quadrate inaashi to be burnt with incense 
ibuihuri made up of 14 ingredients blended 
proportionately in relation to the seven planets. 
Three packets of this are to be burnt to protect 
the patient.

Dim,: 40 x 40 mm
Prv.: Naiai. Iraq
Acq.: 1973
Age: modern

336. Bukhur Ai-Sayyid al-fakm ("The incense of 
al-Sayyid al-Badawi"). Attributed to the popular 
saint of Tanta in Egypt To open the hearts and 
bring about gladness. Packed in a small metal 
box.

Dim.: 35 x 28 mm
Prv.: Tanta
Acq.: 1989
Ate: modern
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33?. Bukhur aJ-lmam al-Shaffi ("The Incense of 
al-imam aJ-ShaTi0!"). Attributed to the famoue 
jurist. To soften the hearts. Packed in a paper 
box. Produced in 3 anta.

Dim.: 95 x 70 mm 
Prv.: Tanta. Egypt 
Aco.: 198?
Age: modern

338. BiMir al-Sayyida Zaynab ("The Incense of al- 
Sayyida Zaynab"), Attributed to the grand­
daughter of the Prophet To turn the house into 
a garden and protect it against Satan. Packed in 
a paper box. Produced in Tanta.

Dim.: 95 x 65 mm
Prv.: Tanta. Egypt
Acq.: 1989
Aft: modern
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339. Bukhur al-Shehha Sabah al-Mumca? 
("The Incense of al-Shekha Sabah al-Muni- 
taz’). To turn the house into a garden and 
protect it against Satan. Packed in a paper box. 
Produced in Tanta.

Dun.: 9517u mm
Prv.: Tanta. Egypt
Aco.: 1989
Me: modern
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From Amulet to Jewel

340. Pendant with Kor. 112. Glazed potterv.
Dim: 50 mm in diameter
Prv.; Istanbul
Acq.: 1986
Me: 20th cent

341. Pendant in the form of a stylized hand. Leather 
decorated with cowrie sheik.

Dim.: 45 1 30 mm
Prv.: Marrakesh
Aca.: 1978
Ate: 20th cent.



342. Pendant with three stylized hands. Decorated. 
Leather.

Dim.: 140 x 100 Rim
Prv.: Marrakesh
Aco.: 1978
A/k 20th cent

343. Pendant in the form of a stylized hand with an 
ornament resembling the stylized eye of Horus. 
Plastic.

Dim.: 60 x 50 mm
Prv.: Marrakesh
Aco.: 1978 
Afe: modern
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344. Pendant in the form of an amulet case. Decorat­
ed with fringes and pearl«. Leather.

Dim.: 115 k 35 nun
Prv.: Assuan
Acq.: 1987
Age: 20th cent.

345. Pendant with three amulet cases stuffed with 
paper. Decorated. Dark brown leather.

Dim.: 32 1 27 mm
Prv.: Assuan
Acq.: 1987
Age: 20th cent
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346. Pendant in the form of an 
amulet case stuffed with 
graine. Decorated with blue 
pearls. Red textile.

Din.: 110 x 50 mn 
Prv.: Damascus 
Acq.: 1986 
Age: modern

347. Kuhl case in the form of an 
amulet case. Decorated witli 
pearls, fishes, a paprika and 
a hand. Red plastic.

Dim.: 185 x 90 mm 
Prv.: Cairo 
Acq.: 1974 
Age: modern
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348. Pendant composed of a small 
amulet case, a paprika, a 
teardrop like ornament ano 
a round one. Silver.

Dim.: 123 mm long 
Prv.: Tripoli. Libya 
Aw.: 1984 
Age: 20th cent.

349. Necklace with an amulet 
case, two brass crescents 
and pendants in the form of 
teardrops and coins. Metal.

Dim.: 920 mm long 
Prv.: Cairo
Aca.: 1971
Age: 20th cent.
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350. Necklace with cylindrical amulet cases made of 
solid iron.

Dim.: 670 mm long
Prv.: Baghdad
Acq.: 1975
Age: 20th cent

351. Pendant called salib Akadee ¡"Cross of Aga- 
des"). Silver.

Dim.: 53 x 46 mm
Prv.: Rabat
Acq.: 1978
Age: 20th cent
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352. Pendant in the form erf an amulet case. Decorat­
ed. Metal.

Dia,: 100 x 85 mm
Prv.: Karachi
Acq^ 1986
Age: 20th cent

353. Pendant in the form of an amulet case with 
cloisonne enamel Decorated with eight small 
hands. Iron.

Dim,: 35 mm each side
Prv.: Djerba. Tunis
Acq.: 1971
Age: 20th cent
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354. Pendant in the form of an amulet case. Deco­
rated with a crescent made of red glass and 
small pendants. Metal.

Dim.: 35 1 35 mm
Prv.: Karachi
Acq.: 1985
Age: 20th cent.

355. Pendant in the form of an amulet case. Deco­
rated with coins bearing the name Ghazi" Nah­
mud Khan Metal.

Dim.: 40 mm
Prv.: Karachi
Acq.: 1986
Age: 20th cent
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356. Arn band I Pers, bazband} 
of three pieces. Decorated. 
Metal.

Din.: 150 x 63 nn 
Prv.: Karachi 
Acq.: 1986 
Age: 20th cent.
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